
UW Nutrient Management Education Quick Summary 

NM1:  INTRODUCTION TO NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANNING
Nutrient management planning is a strategy for obtaining the maximum economic return 

from both on- and off-farm fertilizer resources in a manner that optimizes soil conservation 
and protects the quality of nearby water resources.

X What is a nutrient management plan?

Z A NM plan is a strategy for obtaining the maximum
economic return from both on- and off-farm fertilizer
resources in a manner that promotes soil conservation and
protects the quality of nearby water resources.

Z A successful plan has agronomic, economic, and
environmental benefits.

Z The overall goal of a NM plan is to balance nutrient
applications with crop needs and to minimize losses to the
environment.

Z Writing and following an nutrient management plan often
increases a farm’s profitability by improving soil fertility and
cropping practices.

Z Writing and following a nutrient management plan can
potentially reduce the loss of nutrients to both surface and
groundwater through improved understanding of a farm’s
management practices, underlying soil attributes and
potential sensitive areas. Phosphorus movement from the
landscape can impair surface water quality. Nitrogen can
leach from the soil and impair groundwater quality.

Z A nutrient management plan is most often used to
document regulatory compliance. Additional uses include
farm record keeping and public relations.

Z A nutrient management plan can also serve as
communication tool for farm managers, farm employees,
commercial fertilizer applicators, custom manure haulers or
other custom farm operators.

X Who needs a nutrient management plan?

Z If a Wisconsin farm is required to have a NM plan, that
plan must be compliant with the USDA Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS) Nutrient Management Standard
(Code 590).

Z Farms required to have a 590 compliant nutrient
management plan include those: 1) Farms offered cost-
share payments for government agricultural programs that
include a NM plan as a condition of the agreement.  2) Farms
participating in the Farmland Preservation Program/Working

OPTIONAL TOPICS
Who can write a NM plan? 

A qualified nutrient management planner can prepare 
and sign off on a nutrient management plan. Qualified 
planners include:
Certified crop advisors (CCA)
Certified professional agronomists (CPAg) Certified 
professional soil scientists (CPSS)
Farmers who successfully complete a DATCP-approved 
training course 

Is there cost share to assist with nutrient 
management?  

Yes! Incentives include funding for practices such as soil 
sampling, planting a cover crop, or purchasing equipment 
to improve nutrient stewardship. Check with your local 

SnapPlus CONNECTION

What is SnapPlus?

SnapPlus is Wisconsin’s nutrient management planning 
software. The program helps farmers make the best use 
of their on-farm nutrients, as well as make informed and 
justified commercial fertilizer purchases. By calculating 
potential soil and phosphorus runoff losses on a field-
by-field basis while assisting in the economic planning 
of manure and fertilizer applications, SnapPlus provides 
Wisconsin farmers with a tool for protecting soil and 
water quality

What is SnapPlus?  VIDEO

All of the SnapPlus How-To Videos are available on our 
YouTube channel or on the SnapPlus website.  

https://youtu.be/BW-aXyCheQI
https://www.youtube.com/user/SnapPlusUW/videos
https://snapplus.wisc.edu/
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Lands Initiative Program. 3) Farms required to possess a 
Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) 
permit (NR 243) due to the size of their livestock operation 
(often referred to as CAFOs).  
4) Farms regulated under a local ordinance for manure 
storage or livestock siting  5) Farms issued a Notice of 
Discharge (NR 243) for causing significant discharge 
(manure).

 Z All Wisconsin farms — regardless if they have livestock or 
not — should write and follow an nutrient management plan 
because it just makes good sense!

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
• Benefits of a NMP   PUBLICATION

• Nutrient Management Plans Working on Wisconsin Farms: Real 
Farms, Real Results   PUBLICATION

Wisconsin County Land & Water office or NRCS office 
annually to see what incentives are available.

What is a CAFO?

A Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) is 
defined as any animal feeding operation with 1000 
animal units or more. To calculate animal units.   
https://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/forms/3400/3400-
025A.pdf

mailto:npm%40hort.wisc.edu?subject=What%20is%20the%20Wisconsin%20P%20Index
http://ipcm.wisc.edu
https://ipcm.wisc.edu/download/pubsNM/Benefits-of-an-NMP.pdf
https://uwmadison.app.box.com/s/pskpv43apyf3fcrngt2pjncuvou0on39
https://uwmadison.app.box.com/s/pskpv43apyf3fcrngt2pjncuvou0on39
https://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/forms/3400/3400-025A.pdf
https://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/forms/3400/3400-025A.pdf

	What is a nutrient management plan?   
	Who needs a nutrient management plan?  

